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HOUSTON, TEXAS

July 25™ 2010

FROM THE PASTOR

Last week | just arrived from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
with more than 150 priests from all over the US who are
involved in the Neocatechumenal Way, a new Evangelization
program in the church introduced more than 40 years ago. It
was a wonderful, grace-filled experience as we visited the sites
of Jesus’ birth and death, miracles and preaching. It was
specially a graced moment for me on this my 40" ordination
anniversary as we renewed our ordination vows in the Upper
Room, the very place where Jesus instituted the sacrament of
Holy Orders during the last supper.

Very true indeed. The Holy Land, as it is aptly called, is the
fifth gospel, in which the places where Jesus walked more
than 2,000 years ago speak of his presence and divinity.
Needless to say, | remembered you all in my prayers at these
holy sites.

On this Sunday which speaks precisely on prayer, I’d like to
share a beautiful story | came across entitled, “How Much
Does a Prayer Weight?”

“Louise Redden, a poorly dressed lady with a look of defeat
on her face, walked into a grocery store. She approached the
owner of the store in a most humble manner and asked if he
would let her charge a few groceries. She softly explained that
her husband was very ill and unable to work, they had seven
children and they needed food.

John Longhouse, the grocer, scoffed at her and requested
that she leave his store. Visualizing the family needs, she said,
“Please sir, 1 will bring you the money as soon as | can.” He
told her he could not give her credit as she did not have a
charge account at his store..

Standing beside the counter was a customer who overheard
the conversation between the two. The customer walked
forward and told the grocer man that he would stand good
for whatever she needed for her family.

The grocer man said in a very reluctant voice, “Do you have a
grocery list? Louise replied, “Yes, sir.” “O.K.” he said, put
your grocery list on the scales and whatever your grocery list
weights, | will give you that amount in groceries. “Louise
hesitated a moment

with a bowed head, then she reached into her purse and took
out a piece of paper and scribbled something on it.

She then laid the piece of paper on the scale carefully with her
head still bowed. The eyes of the grocer man and the
customer showed amazement when the scale went down and
stayed down. The grocer man staring at the scales, turned
slowly to the customer and said begrudgingly, “I can’t believe
it.”

The customer smiled and the grocer man started putting the
groceries on the other side of the scales. The scale did not
balance as he continued to put more and more groceries on
them until the scales would hold no more. The grocer man
stood there in utter disgust. Finally he grabbed the piece of

paper from the scales and looked at it with greater
amazement. It was not a grocery list, it was a prayer which
said, “Dear Lord, you know my needs and | am leaving this in
your hands.” The grocer man gave her the groceries that he
had gathered and placed on the scales and stood in stunned
silence. Louise thanked him and left the store.

The customer handed a fifty dollar bill to John as he said, “It
was worth every penny of it.”” It was sometime later that John
Longhouse discovered the scales were broken, therefore only
God knows how much a prayer weighs.”

Let me close from a quote from Mahatma Gandhi “Prayer is
not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is a daily admission of
one’s weakness. It is better in prayer to have a heart without
words than words without a heart.”

Your brother and friend,
Fr. Roland

A little tickler

A five-year-old said grace at a family dinner one night, “Dear God,
thank You for these pancakes.”

When he concluded, his parents asked him why he tanked God for
pancakes when they were having chicken.

He smiled and said, “I thought 1’d see if He was paying attention
tonight.”

This week ih our Parish

--Sunday, July 25—Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Schedule—7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m.,

12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (in English) & 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Coffee by the African/American Community—Community Center
CCE Registration after all Masses in the CCE Complex

--10:00 a.m. Legion of Mary Youth—Spanish—Meeting Room

--2:00 p.m. 50 & Better—Parish Hall

--2:00 p.m. African/America Committee Meeting—
Community Center

--2:30 p.m. Spanish Baptism- Church

--2:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study-Meeting Room

--5:00 p.m. Guadalupanos—Community Center

--7:00 p.m. Mass—Spanish

--Monday, July 26— Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--7:00 p.m. An informational meeting for those wishing to be
sponsors for our RCIA candidates in the Parish Hall
--7:30 p.m. Devotions to Our Lady of the Miraculous

Medal--with  recitation of the  Scriptural
Rosary—Chapel
--Tuesday, July 27--Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--6:00 p.m. Adult Faith Formation—Bishop Odin Room

--7:00 p.m. Choir Practice—Welsch Center

--7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts—St.Maria Goretti & Conference Rooms
--8:45 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Meeting Room , Alleluia

& Noah’s Ark and Room “A”
--Wednesday, July 28-- Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--6:30 p.m. Holy Hour for Vocations—Church

--6:30 p.m. Spanish Choir—Welsch Center

--7:00 p.m. Contemplative Prayer -Room C

--7:30 p.m. Rosary in Spanish- Chapel

--8:00 p.m. Apostolate of the Cross—Bishop Odin Room
--8:45 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Meeting Room , Alleluia

& Noah’s Ark and Room “A”
--Thursday, July 29— Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
--7:30 p.m. Legion of Mary—English—Room B
--7:30 p.m. Organizational heads meeting—Parish Hall
--11:00 p.m. (to 3 a.m.) Gethsemane Prayer Group



Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

--Friday, July 30---Mass at 6:15 a.m.,10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--7:30 p.m. Divine Mercy--Chapel

--7:30 p.m. Sacred Heart—Meeting Room

--7:30 p.m. The Lords Flock—Room B& Alleluia Room
--7:30 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group—Room A

--7:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation Holy Hour--Church
--8:00 p.m. Totus Tuus Prayer Group—Parish Hall

--Saturday, July 31—Mass at 8:00 a.m.

--8:00 a.m. Mass—followed by The Precious Blood Of Jesus
Christ Novena for the month of July 31,and proceed
to the Alleluia Room to continue prayer.

--12:00 p.m. 45" Wedding Anniversary Mass—Jasmin Balera
--Chapel

--2:00 p.m. Marriage—Toby Ifranyi/Victoria Ubah

--4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation

--5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass for Sunday

--8:00 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Welsch Center

--Sunday, August 1—Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Schedule—7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m.,

12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (in English) & 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Coffee by the Filipino Community—Community Center
CCE Registration after all Masses in the CCE Complex

--2:15 p.m. Catholic Daughters—Parish Hall

--7:00 p.m. Mass—Spanish

Public Announcement-Ordination to the Diaconate for Anthony
Olsovsky

It is herewith announced that Anthony Olsovsky, a candidate for the
Order of Diaconate will be ordained a deacon in February 2011 at a
Mass to be celebrated by Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop of
Galveston-Houston. If any persons know of a serious reason why
this candidate should not be called to ordination, please notify
Deacon Gerald DuPont, Director of the Office of the Diaconate,
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston at 281-703-0227. or at
gerald@gwdupont.com. Please keep Anthony in your prayers as he
prepares for ordination into this sacred ministry. May he always be
faithful to the diaconal ministry of service of word, liturgy and
charity to which he is about to be ordained. This announcementis in
compliance with Canon 1051:2 of the Code of Canon Law.

(1!'7_\'7‘
K DSF SUMMARY REPORT—7-19-2010
Parish Goal: $84,000.00
Total Amount Paid: $51,936.50
Total Amount Pledged: $72,265.00
Total Number of Participants: 377
Average Participant Pledge: $191.68
Paid Over (under) Goal: ($32,063.50)
Pledged Over (Under) Goal: ($11,735.00)

Percent Paid: 61.83%

Collection
Weekly Need---$17,400

Regular Collection... July 18, 2010..............eue. ... $14,524.20
St. Vincentde Paul.........c.oooiiiiii e, 1,038.43
ROSA MYSHICA. .. cvve et v e, 2,386.68
N[0T - TP 171.85
POOr BOX. .. iviivi e e 119.54
“Building the Future Together”-Capital Campaign —I

Number of Families 725
Amount Pledged...........cuuvieniuniiniiniiniiniinns $2,520,607.49
Total Amount Paid $1,797,810.69

United the Vision Continues” Campaign —I1

Number of Families 734
Amount Pledged $1,577,693.00
Total amount Paid $78,189.12

From the Dcacon

Benjamin Franklin was known to have said: “A penny saved is a
penny earned.” It is true that a penny in this day and time won’t
buy you much but this saying has a lot to do with good stewardship.

Stewardship has many facets. We are aware that stewardship
involves time, talent and treasure but it also involves our being alert
to the fact that the money that we don’t spend is money saved for
other purposes. We do this all the time in our homes. We keep the
thermostat up a few degrees and we save on the electric bill. By
making sure that water is not left running in a sink or bathtub, we
are able to save on our water bill. It is no different when it comes to
church and to church property.

The blessing of having an active church family is that we often have
prayer and social gatherings in all the different facilities on Notre
Dame property. It is important that as a member of one of these
groups, we all assume the role of taking a personal interest in
making sure that we save “our pennies” where ever we can. When
we think of Notre Dame as our home (and | hope that we all do) then
it becomes necessary to adopt some of the same attitudes that we
would use in our homes to save on water and electricity.

For instance, we wouldn’t prop the front or back door of our home
open during these hot summer days while running the air
conditioning in the house. You could only imagine the utility bill
that would follow such a practice. Why would we do any different
here at church or on church property? Once we use the restroom,
we wouldn’t leave the faucet water running in our homes. Are we
using the same good practice of turning the faucets off tight when we
are here at Notre Dame?

Good stewardship is not only about what we give but also about how
we can give by saving. Help us in this endeavor. Every group that
prays or plays on the church property has the ability and the duty to
help save on utilities every time that they use a classroom, meeting
room, the church or hall. Let’s do our part to keep doors closed
when the air conditioning is on. Let’s turn off the AC, lights and
water when we leave. Don’t forget to check windows and doors to
make sure they are locked for security reasons. Finally, see to it that
trash and garbage is removed and disposed of properly to keep
rodents away from our buildings.

This is our home. We built it through hard work and our sacrificial
giving of time, talent and treasure. Let us use these same gifts to
maintain what we have worked so hard for. Our united effort in
caring for Notre Dame property will do just that.

Blessings,
Deacon Frank

Del Diacono
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Se sabe que Benjamin Franklin dijo: “Un centavo ahorrado es un
centavo ganado.” Es verdad que con un centavo en este dia y hora
no se puede comprar mucho pero este dicho tiene mucho que ver con
la administracion cristiana de bienes.

La administracion cristiana tiene muchas caras. Sabemos que la
administracion de bienes envuelve tiempo, talento y tesoro pero
también involucra de que estemos alerta al hecho de que el dinero
que no gastamos es dinero ahorrado para otros propoésitos. Lo
hacemos en nuestros hogares todo el tiempo. Mantenemos el
termostato unos grados mas alto para ahorrar en la cuenta de la
electricidad. Al asegurar de que el agua no se queda corriendo en el
lavamanos o en la bafiera, sabemos que vamos a ahorrar en la
cuenta del agua. No hay ninguna diferencia cuando viene a la iglesia
y a la propiedad de la iglesia.

La bendicién de tener una familia parroquial activa es de tener muy
seguido reuniones de oracién y sociales en todas las diferentes
facilidades de la propiedad de Notre Dame. Esimportante que como
miembros de uno de estos grupos, todos tomemos un interés
personal en estar seguros de que ahorramos “nuestros centavos”
donde esto sea posible. Cuando pensamos de Notre Dame como
nuestro hogar (y espero que todos lo hagamos) luego entonces se
hace necesario el adoptar las mismas actitudes que usariamos en
nuestros hogares para ahorrar en agua y electricidad.

Por ejemplo, nosotros no dejariamos la puerta de en frente o de
atras de nuestro hogar abiertas durante estos dias calientes del
verano mientras corremos el aire acondicionado en la casa. Ustedes
se pueden imaginar, ¢la cuenta que habria que pagar con tal
préctica? ¢Por qué lo hariamos diferente aqui en la iglesia o en la
propiedad de la iglesia? Una vez usamos el bafio, no dejariamos
correr el agua en el lavamanos de nuestros hogares. ¢Estamos
usando las mismas buenas practicas de cerrar bien las Ilaves del
agua cuando estamos aqui en Notre Dame?

La buena administracion de bienes no es solamente acerca de lo que
damos sino que también como podemos dar al ahorrar. Ayudennos
en este esfuerzo. Todos los grupos que oran o que se retnen en la
propiedad de la iglesia tienen la habilidad y la obligacion de ayudar
para ahorrar en los servicios de utilidades cada vez que usan un
salon de clases, salon de juntas, la iglesia o en los salones grandes que
tenemos en la propiedad. Hagamos nuestra parte para mantener las
puertas cerradas cuando estemos usando el aire acondicionado.
Apaguemos el AC, las luces y el agua cuando salgamos de donde
estemos. No nos olvidemos de revisar las ventanas y las puertas para
estar seguros de que estan bajo llave por motivos de seguridad.
Finalmente, veamos que la basuray los desperdicios sean removidos
y acondicionados en forma propia (llevar al basurero) para
mantener a los roedores lejos de nuestros edificios.

Este es nuestro hogar. Nosotros lo hemos construido por medio de
trabajo arduo y de nuestras entregas de sacrificio de tiempo, talento
y tesoro. Usemos estos mismos dones para mantener lo que tenemos
y por lo que hemos trabajado tan duro. Nuestro esfuerzo unido en
cuidar por la propiedad de Notre Dame hara que esto resulte.

En Cristo,

Diacono Frank

Masses
for the Week

Saturday, July 24

Jer 7: 1-11; Mt 13: 24-30

--8:00 a.m. Emmanuel Julian +
--5:30 p.m. Luz Ramirez +
Sunday, July 25

Gen 18: 20-32; Col 2: 12-14; Lk 11: 1-13

--7:00 a.m. Crispin Pili Jr. +

--9:00 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Kingsley Okafor
and family--Thanksgiving

--10:45 a.m. All Parishioners

--12:30 p.m. Vicenta Jugueta +

--5:00 p.m. Emmanuel O. Iyoha +

--7:00 p.m. René Barneond +

Monday, July 26

Jer 13: 1-11; Mt 13: 31-35

--6:15 a.m. Gor Gonio Protomatir +
--7:00 p.m. Helen Ulanday
Tuesday, July 27

Jer 14: 17-22; Mt 13: 36-43

--6:15a.m. Bienvenido Garutus +
--7:00 p.m. Anthony Thekkekara +
Wednesday, July 28

Jer 15: 10, 16-21; Mt 13: 44-46

--6:15a.m. Enrique Bravo +

--7:00 p.m. Vocations

Thursday, July 29

Jer 18: 1-6; Lk 10: 38-42

--6:15 a.m. Violeta Conde

--7:00 p.m. Manning and Luming Francisco +
Friday, July 30

Jer 26: 1-9; Mt 13: 54-58

--6:15a.m. William White
--10:00 a.m. Rita Spanel +
--7:00 p.m. Helen Garcia +

Saturday, July 31

Jer 26: 11-16, 24; Mt 14: 1-12

--8:00 a.m. Serafin O. Ortiz +

--5:30 p.m. Gaudencia Flaviano +
Sunday, August 1

Eccl 1: 2; 2721-23; Col 3: 1-5, 9-11; Lk 12: 13-21

--7:00 a.m. Dolly Cyganski-for health

--9:00 a.m. Cornelius Osuide +

--10:45 a.m. All Parishioners

--12:30 p.m. Potenciana Pizarro +

--5:00 p.m. Isaura Alegria +

--7:00 p.m. José Margaritto Sal (Healing)
Choir

SUNDAY, July 25, 2010
HYMNS: 726-679-571-227-713

del escritorio del Parroco fs‘e



Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

La semana pasada recién regresé de un peregrinaje de la
Tierra Santa con méas de 150 sacerdotes de todos los Estados
Unidos quienes estan envueltos en el Camino del Nuevo
Catecumenado, un nuevo programa de Evangelizacion
introducido en la Iglesia hace ya mas de 40 afios. Esto fue
hermoso, una experiencia llena de bendiciones mientras
visitamos los lugares del nacimiento y muerte, milagros y
predicacién de Jesus. Fue un momento muy bendito para mi
en este mi 40 aniversario de ordenacion ya que renovamos
nuestros votos en el Cuarto Alto, el mismo lugar donde JesUs
instituyo el sacramento de las Ordenes Sagradas durante la
Ultima Cena.

Verdaderamente, La Tierra Santa, como es propiamente
llamada, es el quinto evangelio, en el cual los lugares donde
Jeslis caminé hace mas ya de 2,000 afios habla de Su
presenciay Divinidad. No es necesario decir, Yo los recordé a
todos ustedes en mis oraciones en estos santos lugares.

En este Domingo que precisamente habla sobre oracion, Yo
quisiera compartir una hermosa historia con la que yo me
cruce intitulada, “¢Cuanto pesa una Oracion?”.

Luisa Redden, una dama pobremente vestida con unas
facciones de derrota en su cara, entré a una tienda de
comestibles. Ella se le acercé al duefio de la tienda en la
forma mas humilde y pregunt6 si podria darle crédito con
algunos comestibles. Ella le explico suavemente que su esposo
estaba muy enfermo y no podia trabajar, tenian siete hijos y
ellos necesitaban comida.

Juan Longhouse, el tendero, burlandose de ella le pidié que
saliera de su tienda. Imaginandose las necesidades
familiares, ella dijo, “Por favor sefior, Yo le traeré el dinero
tan pronto como yo pueda.” El le dijo que no le podia dar
crédito ya que no tenia una cuenta para pagar en su tienda...

Parado cerca del mostrador habia un cliente que habia oido
la conversacion entre ellos dos. El cliente camind hacia
delante y le dijo al tendero que el se haria cargo por lo que
ella necesitara para su familia.

El tendero dijo con una voz renuente, ¢ Tienes una lista de
compras?” Luisa contestd, “Si, sefior.” “Muy bien” dijo él,
coloca la lista en la balanza y lo que pese tu lista, yo te daré en
comestibles. “Luisa lo dudé un momento, con la cabeza
agachada, meti6 la mano al bolso, sac6 un pedazo de papel y
garabateo algo en el.

Ella luego puso el pedazo de papel en la balanza
cuidadosamente con su cabeza todavia agachada. Los ojos
del tendero y del cliente demostraban asombro cuando la
balanza se fue para abajo y permanecio abajo. La bascula no
se balanceaba mientras el tendero continuaba poniendo
articulos y més provisiones en estas hasta que a la balanza ya
no le cabia mas. EI tendero se paré alli con un total
desagrado. Finalmente, él agarré el pedazo de papel de la
balanza y lo mir6 aun con méas asombro. No habia una lista
de comestibles, era una oracién que decia, “Querido Dios, td
sabes mis necesidades y lo estoy dejando todo en tus manos.”
El tendero le dio sus comestibles que ella habia juntado y
colocado en las balanzas y se quedé parado asombrado en
silencio. Luisa le dio las gracias y salié de la tienda.

El cliente le dio un billete de cincuenta ddlares a John
mientras le dijo, “esto vali6 la pena hasta el ultimo centavo.”
Solamente un tiempo después que John Longhouse descubrid
gue su pesa estaba rota, asi solamente Dios sabe cuanto pesa
una oracién.”

Déjenme cerrar con una frase de Mahatma Gandhi “La
Oracion no es el pedir. Es la afioranza del alma. Es la
admision diaria de la debilidad de uno mismo. Es mejor en
la oracién el tener un corazon sin palabras que palabras sin
un corazon.”

Su hermano y amigo,
Padre Rolando

Una Cosquillita:

Un nifio de 5 afios daba gracias en una comida familiar una noche,
“Querido Dios, te doy gracias por estos panqueques.” Cuando terming,
sus padres le preguntaron por qué habia dado gracias por los panqueques
cuando ellos estaban comiendo pollo. El sonrié y dijo, “Yo pensé que
iba a ver si El estaba poniendo atencion hoy en la noche.”

En Nuestra Parroquia

Domingo 25 de Julio-

Decimoséptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Inscripcién para la Escuela de Catecismo (CCE), después de todas

las Misas desde las 8:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. Legioén de Maria para Jovenes en Espafiol
Salon de Juntas-Edificio de CCE

-2:30 p.m. Bautismos-En Espafiol-en la Iglesia

-5:00 p.m. Grupo Guadalupanos-Centro Comunitario

-6:20 p.m. Rosario antes de la Misa

-7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol

Miércoles 28 de Julio-

-6:30 p.m. Coro en Espafiol- Centro Welsch

-7:30 p.m. Rosario en Espafiol, en la Capilla

-8:00 p.m. Apostolado de la Cruz-Obispo QOdin

Jueves 29 de Julio

-7:00 p.m. Legién de Maria, en el Salén “C”

-7:30 p.m. Junta para representantes de todas las organizaciones de

la parroquia. Salén Parroquial

11:00 p.m.--3:00 a.m. Grupo Getsemani

Viernes 30 de Julio

- 7:30 p.m. Grupo de Oracién-JesUs de Nazareth-
Salén “A” del complejo de CCE

Sabado 31 de Julio

-4:00 p.m. Sacramento de Reconciliacion

Domingo 1 de Agosto-

Décimo Octavo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

10:00 a.m. Legion de Maria para Jovenes en Espafiol
Salon de Juntas-Edificio de CCE

-6:20 p.m. Rosario antes de la Misa-

-7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol



