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The word ‘lent’ is the past tense of the English word ‘lend’. |
would like to reflect on Lent which begins this Wednesday, by
using that word which means ‘to loan’. Because indeed, our
life is just being loaned to us. The Lord just ‘lent” us our life
and one day, we have to return it and give an accounting of
what we have done with it.

Today many people think they absolutely own their lives, that
life is theirs to live as they please, living as if there is no
tomorrow, as if they are accountable to no one. Lent precisely
begins with the reminder, “Remember that you are dust and
to dust you shall return.” And when we do, we will come face
to face with the Lord and render a report of how we spent the
life that he ‘lent’ us.

That is why the other invitation of Lent is “Turn away from
sin and be faithful to the gospel.” Sin is to live as one pleases,
it is to declare self-sufficiency and independence from God, it
is to disregard and disobey his commandments. It leads to
death and condemnation.

But the God who ‘lent’ us our lives is our Father who wants
us to be saved and to enjoy the fullness of life. That is why he
sent Jesus, his Son, to be our Savior, to bring the good news of
salvation, which is what the gospel is about. It is Jesus, the
way, the truth and the life. And so the gospel is Jesus, his
words, his actions, his life.

To turn away from sin then means to quit living as we please
but live according to the will of God who ‘lent’ us everything
we have and everything we are. To be faithful to the gospel
means to be like Jesus, in word, thought and action.

But this is difficult to do. The world, the devil and the flesh —
the world with its attractions and pleasures, the devil with his
cunning and sweet words, the flesh, our own selves with its
weakness and inclination to evil - with these outside and
inside forces converging altogether upon us, oftentimes we
find ourselves helpless. That is why we have to fight them
with a greater force.

And this is what the church wants to equip us with in this
season of Lent — prayer, to connect us with Jesus who
overcame Satan and his temptations; fasting and abstinence
to strengthen our will and create self-discipline and inner
control; almsgiving and acts of charity to grow in the spirit of
detachment from material things and in social awareness.

Let us open ourselves and make use of these spiritual
exercises so that our Lenten journey may bring us to the
glory of Easter. That way, we can have a good accounting of
the life God lent us.

Your brother and friend,
Fr. Roland

A little tickler
Sign in front of a church:
Have trouble sleeping? Come, hear one of our sermons.

Al’his Week in our Parish
PN

--Sunday, February 14—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
TET (Vietnamese New Year_)
Happy New Year to all our Viethamese and Chinese Community
-- Mass Schedule—7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
5:00 p.m. (in English) & 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)
Coffee—Breakfast/Brunch by the Filipino Community in the
Community Center

--9:00 a.m. Boy Scouts

--9:00 a.m. CCE —PK 3 and 4, Kinder, 6,7,and 8" grades

--10:45 a.m. 40" Wedding Anniversary Blessing for Deacon
Frank and Helen Ostrowski.

--11:00 a.m CCE—9,10,11 and 12" grades

--2:00 p.m. 50 & Better—Parish Hall

--2:00 p.m. Drawing for Lexus—Community Center

--2:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study—Meeting Room (Everyone is
welcome)

--5:00 p.m. CCE—Elementary grades 1 through 5
English & Spanish

--7:00 p.m. Mass—Spanish

--Monday, February 15— Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--6:00 p.m. CCE—Grades 1-5

--7:00 p.m. RCIA—Preparation of Lent: Rituals and Devotions

--7:30 p.m. Devotions to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
with recitation of the Scriptural Rosary—Chapel

--7:45 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Welsch Center

--Tuesday, February 16— Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--6:00 p. m. Angel Choir—Room F

--7:00 p.m. CCE Grades 1-5

--7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts—St.Maria Goretti & Conference Rooms
--7:30 p.m. Choir Practice—Welsch Center

--8:45 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Meeting , Alleluia & Noah’s

Ark
--Wednesday, February 17—Ash Wednesday

--Mass at 6:15 a.m, and 7:00 p.m. in English—Church

Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes: 10:00 a.m., 12:00
Noon—Church,  Mass/Distribution  of  Ashes: 8:00 p.m.
(Spanish)-Church.

--a day of fasting (for those between the ages of 18 & 59) and a day of
abstinence from meat for all 14 years of age and older.

Special Collection for Archdiocesan Social
Ministries

--6:30 p.m. Holy Hour for Vocations—Church

--6:30 p.m. Spanish Choir—Welsch Center

--7:00 p.m. Contemplative Prayer -Room C

--8:00 p.m. Apostolate of the Cross—Bishop Odin Room
--8:45 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Meeting, Alleluia & Noah’s

Ark Rooms

--Thursday, February 18-- Mass at 6:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

--7:00 p.m. Lector Auditions—Parish Hall

--7:30 p.m. Legion of Mary—English—Room B
--7:45 p.m. Neo Catechumenate—Welsch Center
--11:00 p.m. (to 3 a.m.) Gethesemane Prayer Group

--Friday, February 19—Mass at 6:15 a.m.,10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
--10:00 a.m. Mass—Followed by Stations—Church

Notre Dame Lenten Fish Fry
Every Friday in Lent (Except Good Friday)
--5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Community Center.
$10.00 for adults, &6.00 for children (5-12), ages 4 and under eat
free. Baked and Fried Catfish, fries, vegetables, iced tea, hush
puppies,and cold slaw. Orders available to go.




Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

--6:00 p.m. Stations before Mass--Church

--7:30 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group—Room A

--7:30 p.m. Lord’s Flock Prayer Group— Room B

--7:30 p.m. Youth for Christ—Room C

--7:30 p.m. Sacred Heart—Meeting Room

--7:30 p.m. Divine Mercy—Chapel

--7:45 p.m. Holy Hour—Chapel after Mass

--8:00 p.m. Spanish Mass and stations after Mass--Church
—8:00 p.m. Totus Tuus Prayer Group—Parish Hall

--Saturday, February 20—38:00 a.m.
--4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
--5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass for Sunday

--Sunday, February 21—First Sunday in Lent
-- Mass Schedule—7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
5:00 p.m. (in English) & 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)
Special Collection for the Black & Indian Missions
Claritian Sisters from Mexico will be selling
Religious Articles after Mass
Coffee/Breakfast by the Scouting Group in the Community enter

--9:00 a.m. Rite of Sending—of our Catechumens and

Candidates to the Bishop for the Rite of Election
--9:00 a.m. CCE -PK 3 and 4, Kinder, 6,7,and 8" grades
--11:00 a.m CCE—9,10,11 and 12" grades
--2:30 p.m. English Baptism—Church
--3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. For the Spanish Community—Special

Registration for Baptism registration.
--5:00 p.m. CCE—Elementary grades 1 through 5

English & Spanish
--7:00 p.m. Mass—Spanish

Collection
Weekly Need---$14,900

Regular Collection... February 7,-2010.............. $15,488.52
Our Lady of Lourdes Mass............ccceveeinnnnes 4,016.36
NOVENA. .. vuiiiii e e 152.25
POOr BOX...oviviiveiiiit i 283.51

“Building the Future Together”—Capital Campaign
As of February 7, 2010, the amount pledged for our parish was
$2,520,607.49 of which $1,642,542.54 has been paid. Total number of
participants is 725 families.
“Memorial Campaign”

As of February 7,2010to date...........ccovvveveeernn vnnnn. $378,410.09
Number of Envelopes

Regular 423

Capital Campaign 101

“VIRTUS TRAINING”
Mandated by Our Archdiocese

All volunteers who have regular contact with children and youth
are required to attend this training. Workshops are held
throughout the Diocese and you may attend the one that is most
convenient for you. Training Class at Notre Dame is
Wednesday, March 24—6:30 p.m. You must pre-register for
the workshop through the Virtus Program on line: To register
log on to www.virtus.org. Password is “trust” If you need
assistance please call the church office—281-498-4653 and ask
for Evelyn. No children, and no late arrivals. At this time the
session will be conducted in English only.

From the Deacon

This week we will begin the Season of Lent starting on Ash
Wednesday. The Lenten season invites us to renew our
relationship with God through acts of charity, self-denial and
through our participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Confession).

In the sacrament of penance, God forgives sins and restores
broken relationships through the ministry of the Church.
Canon Law directs the conference of bishops to issue specific
norms for the construction of reconciliation rooms within the
United States. The direction that is given mandates that the
place for sacramental confession be visible and accessible,
that it contain a fixed grille for private confession and also
allow opportunity for confession face-to-face for those who
wish to do so.

As with so many areas throughout the new church, our
reconciliation rooms have been made wheelchair accessible
for penitents. Within each of the two confessionals located in
the nave (the main part of the church), we had constructed
confessional screens with kneelers which provide for private
confessions. Additionally, there is an easy chair within all of
our confessional rooms for face-to-face opportunities with the
confessor. Gone are the red and green lights which were
placed outside the door of each confessional. These lights
used to alert people if there was someone in the confessional
with the priest or not.

Translucent glass has been provided in the confessionals
which allows those waiting outside the confessional to
distinguish if the confessional is in use or not at any given
time. Because the glass is not clear see-through glass, this
provides the person who is using the confessional to maintain
their privacy while in the room with the confessor.

For those who attend daily Mass, there is also an additional
reconciliation room located in the hallway adjacent to the
chapel. This reconciliation room allows for daily Mass
participants to meet with the priest either before or after
Mass time and avail themselves of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

By its design, furnishings and location within the church
building, the places for reconciliation are meant to assist
penitents on the path to contrition and sorrow for sin and to
proclaim their reconciliation with God and the community of
faith. During this coming season of Lent and throughout the
year, may the rooms we have provided for confessions allow
each of us the opportunity to reconcile our hearts and our
lives with God who beckons us as the good Father and awaits
our return home to Him.

Together we make this house our home.

In Christ,
Deacon Frank


http://www.virtus.org/
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De la Escuina del Diacono

Esta semana comenzamos la Temporada de la Cuaresma con el
Miércoles de Ceniza. La temporada de la Cuaresma nos invita a
renovar nuestra relacion para con Dios a través de actos de caridad,
sacrificio y con la participacion nuestra en el Sacramento de la
Reconciliacion (Confesion).

En el sacramento de penitencia, Dios perdona los pecados y restaura
las relaciones que estan interrumpidas por medio del ministerio de
la Iglesia. La ley Candnica dirigié a la Conferencia de Obispos a
emanar reglas especificas para la construccion de los Confesionarios
dentro de los Estados Unidos. Las ordenes que fueron dadas,
mandan que el lugar para la confesion sacramental debe de ser
visible y accesible, que tiene que tener una cortina de rejilla fija para
confesiones en privado y también deben de permitir para las
confesiones cara a cara para aquellos que asi lo deseen hacer.

Al igual que muchas &reas a través de nuestra iglesia nueva,
nuestros cuartos de reconciliacién han sido construidos con acceso
para penitentes en silla de ruedas. Dentro de los dos confesionarios
localizados en la nave (la parte principal de la iglesia), hemos
construido bhiombos con inclinatorios que permiten tener
confesiones en privado. Ademas, hay una silla para sentarse con
facilidad dentro de todos nuestros confesionarios para que tengan la
oportunidad de estar cara a cara con el confesor. Ya no existen las
luces verdes y rojas que estaban colocadas afuera de cada puerta a
los confesionarios. Esas luces se usaban para avisar a la gente si o no
habia alguien en el confesionario con el sacerdote.

Vidrios opacos translucientes han sido proveidos en los
confesionarios que permiten a aquellos que esperan afuera de estos
el distinguir si el confesionario estd en uso o0 no a cualquier hora.
Porque el vidrio no es claro transparente, esto da a la persona que
estad usando el confesionario el poder mantener su privacidad
mientras esta en el cuarto con el confesor.

Para aquellos que atienden la Misa diaria, también hay un cuarto de
reconciliacion extra que esta localizado en el pasillo junto a la
capilla. Este confesionario les permite a los participantes de la Misa
diaria el encontrarse con el sacerdote ya sea antes o después de Misa
y hacerse disponibles para el Sacramento de Reconciliacion.

Por su disefio, amueblado y lugares dentro del edificio de la iglesia,
los lugares para la reconciliacion estan hechos para asistir a los
penitentes en el camino del arrepentimiento y el dolor por el pecado
y para proclamar su reconciliacion con Dios y la comunidad de fe.
Durante es temporada que viene de Cuaresma y a través del afio,
que estos cuartos que hemos proveido para las confesiones nos
permita a cada uno de nosotros la oportunidad de reconciliar
nuestros corazones y nuestras vidas con Dios que nos sefiala a
nosotros hacia el Buen Padre y espera nuestro regreso al hogar con
El

Juntos hagamos esta casa nuestro hogar

En Cristo,

Diacono Frank

VOCATIONS

RESPOND to the Lord’s call. Peter, Andrew, James and John
took this risk. Are you willing to take this risk of a lifetime of full
dedication and service to the Lord? If you are, begin to pray, talk,
and possibly commit yourself totally to the Lord.

PARISH VOCATION COMMITTEE

VOCACIONES
Responda a la llamada de Del Sefior. Pedro, Andrés, Santiago y
Juan tomaron el riesgo. ¢ Esta usted dispuesto a tomar el riesgo de
una vida entera dedicada al servicio del Sefior? Si usted lo estd,
empiece a orar, hable y posiblemente comprométase por si mismo
totalmente al Sefior.

COMITE VOCACIONAL DE LA PARROQUIA
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(‘*' Fondo de Sewvicios Diocesanos 2010
Sceguidme...

Muchas gracias por responder al llamamiento para expresar su amor a
Dios y su compasion, por medio de su compromiso con el Fondo de
Servicios Diocesanos de éste afio. Los Catdlicos, por medio de nuestra
Iglesia Arquidiocesana, estan unidos en la Fé, compartiendo sus
bendiciones y contribuyendo con donaciones, en nombre de Jesus.
Recuerde que ningun regalo es muy pequefio. Si usted alin no nos ha
enviado su respuesta, nosotros le sugerimos atentamente considerar su
generosa ofrenda en éste momento. Cada donacién ayuda. Con la
significativa participacion de cada parroquiano, nosotros tendremos
éxito en alcanzar nuestra meta de $84,000, y de poder dar esperanza y
ayuda a aquellas personas que dentro de nuestra comunidad, estdn mas
necesitadas.
Si usted prefiere hacer su donacién en linea, visite el sitio Web

www.archgh.or/dsf
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2010 Diocesan Services Fund

“Follow Me”

Thank you for answering the call to express God’s love and
compassion through your commitment to this year’s Diocesan Services
Fund. Catholics throughout our archdiocesan church are uniting in faith,
sharing their blessings and giving gifts in Jesus’ name. Remember that
no gift is too small. If you have not yet responded, we urge you to
consider offering your commitment at this time . Each gift helps. With
every parishioner’s meaningful participation, we will succeed in
reaching our goal of $84,000 and provide hope and help for those among
us who are most in need. If you prefer to donate on-line, visit
www.archgh.org/dsf.

AWARDS

Annually all ministers are invited to dinner in appreciation of
their time and talent that is so generously shared throughout the
Parish. As servants of God devotion and commitment to serving
His people are recognized by awarding the Servant of Servants
of God Excellence Award to a parishioner that consistently
exhibits excellence in ministry within our parish year after year.
This year Kathy Obi and Steve Saulong received that recognition.
Congratulations and thank you for your gift of many hours of
selfless service to the people of Notre Dame.

Del Escritorio del Pastor


http://www.archgh.or/dsf
http://www.archgh.org/dsf

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yo quisiera reflexionar en la Cuaresma que principia este
miércoles, en el idioma Inglés (lent) “presté”, significa que
nuestra vida nos ha sido prestada. El Sefior solamente nos ha
prestado nuestra vida y un dia la tendremos que devolver y
dar cuenta de lo que hicimos con ella.

Hoy en dia mucha gente piensa que ellos son duefios absolutos
de sus vidas, que la vida es de ellos para vivirla como les de la
gana, viviéndola como si no hubiera mafiana, como si no le
tienen que dar razon a nadie. La Cuaresma precisamente
comienza con el recordatorio, “Acuérdate de que eres polvo y
al polvo has de volver.” Y cuando lo hacemos, debemos de
llegar a cara a cara con el Sefior y rendirle cuentas de como
gastamos la vida que El nos “prest6”.

Por eso es que la otra invitacion de la Cuaresma es
“Arrepiéntete y cree en el Evangelio.” El pecado es vivir
como a uno le plazca, es el declararse auto-suficiente e
independiente de Dios, es el no hacer caso y desobedecer sus
mandamientos. Eso conduce a la muerte y a la condenacién.

Pero el Dios que nos “prest6” nuestras vidas es nuestro Padre
gue quiere que nos salvemos y que disfrutemos la plenitud de
la vida. Por eso es que envié a Jesus, su Hijo, a ser nuestro
Salvador, para traer las buenas nuevas de nuestra salvacion,
qgue es lo que significa el Evangelio. Es JesUs, la Palabra
convertida en carne, el camino, la verdad y la vida. Y asi el
evangelio es Jesus, sus palabras, sus acciones, su vida. Es
Jesus, el mensaje y el mensajero.

El alejarnos del pecado entonces significa el renunciar a vivir
como nosotros queramos y vivir de acuerdo a la voluntad de
Dios quien nos “prest6” a nosotros todo lo que tenemos y todo
lo que somos. El ser fieles al Evangelio significa el ser como
Jesus, en palabra, pensamiento y obra.

Pero eso es muy dificil de lograr. La palabra, el diablo y la
carne — la palabra con sus atracciones y placeres, el diablo
con sus palabras astutas y dulces, la carne, nosotros mismos
con nuestras debilidades e inclinaciones al diablo- con estas
fuerzas internas y externas convergiendo juntas sobre
nosotros, a veces nos encontramos sin ayuda. Por eso es que
debemos combatirlas con una fuerza mas grande.

Y eso es lo que la Iglesia trata de equiparnos con esta
temporada de Cuaresma- oracién, para conectarnos con
JesUis quien vencid a Satanas y sus tentaciones, ayunando y
absteniéndonos para darle mas fuerza a nuestra voluntad y
crear disciplina propia y control interior, limosna y actos de
caridad para crecer en el espiritu del desprendimiento de las
cosas materiales y conciencia social.

Abramonos nosotros mismos y hagamos uso de estos
ejercicios espirituales para que la Jornada de la Cuaresma
nos lleve a la gloria de la Pascua. De ese modo, podemos dar
buenas cuentas de la vida de Dios nos presté.

Su hermano y amigo,

Padre Rolando

Una Cosquillita: Rétulo enfrente de una iglesia-
¢ Tiene problemas para dormir?

Venga, escuche uno de nuestros sermones

&
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Eata Semana en Nuestra Parnsguia

Domingo 14 de Febrero
Sexto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
TET (Afio Nuevo Vietnamés)
Feliz Afio Nuevo a todos en nuestras Comunidades
China y Vietnamesa

2:00 P.m. SORTEO POR EL LEXUS- IGLESIA

6:20 p.m. Rosario en Espafiol antes de la Misa
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol

Miércoles 17 de Febrero-Miércoles de Ceniza

Ayuno- para aquellos entre los 18 y 59 afios de edad
Abstinencia de carne- para aquellos desde los 14 afios
Liturgia de la Palabra/Distribucion de Cenizas

en Inglés 10:00 a.m. y 12 :00 del mediodia

8:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol con distribucién de Cenizas
Colecta Especial para los Servicios Sociales de la Didcesis

6:30 p.m. Coro en Espafiol- Centro Welsch
7:30 p.m. Rosario en Espafiol- en la Capilla
Guiado por el Grupo de La Legidon de Maria

Jueves 18 de Febrero

7:00 p.m. Legion de Maria, en el Salon “C”
del edificio escolar (CCE)

11:00 p.m. hasta las 3:00 a.m. Grupo La Preciosa Sangre
en la Capilla de la Iglesia.

Viernes 19 de Febrero
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cado

Todos los Viernes de la Cuaresma de 5:00 a 8:00 p.m.
Pescado frito, horneado, vegetales, papas fritas, té frio.
Adultos $10- Nifios 5-12 $6 Menores de 4 afios gratis

7:30 p.m. Grupo de Oracion-Jesus de Nazareth
Salén “A”- Edificio Escolar
8:00 p.m. Estaciones de la Cruz (Via Crucis)
Todos los viernes de la Cuaresma después de la Misa
en la Iglesia

Sabado 20 de Febrero
2:00 p.m. Presentacion de 3 afios Jackeline Ramirez
en la Capilla
4:00 p.m. Sacramento de Reconciliacion. (Confesiones)

Domingo 21 de Febrero-Primer Domingo de Cuaresma

Colecta especial para las Misiones Indias y Negras.

Las hermanas Clarisas de Guanajato estaran vendiendo articulos
religiosos después de todas las Misas

2:30 p.m. Bautismos en Inglés-en la Iglesia

6:20 p.m. Rosario en Espafiol antes de la Misa

7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol



http://www.virtus.org/

